Arizona Desert Tournament

On March 23rd and March 24th, the NYAC women's water polo team officially kicked off the 2012 summer season with its first tournament of the year held in Phoenix, Arizona.  The 24 team tournament included round-robin brackets all competing for winner's bragging rights by the end of the weekend.  However, this fierce NYAC squad, coming off a 2011 National Championship victory, had no intention of returning to New York with anything but a perfect record.  Under the careful tutelage of NYAC coaches Mike Judge and Peter Felvegi, the NYAC women's team was committed to making an impact in their first game against OMBAC B team.

Led by Olympic silver medalist Coralie Simmons, NYAC gave little hope to opposing teams after a convincing win against OMBAC B team 23-2.  Also, 2009 World Champion Tanya Gandy proved to be too fast to defend as she outpaced OMBAC B defenders to lead the team in goals.  In addition, newcomers Amanda Brucia and Maggie Wood had a handful of explosive shots from whole-set position.  In the second game, the winged foot women came out blasting early in the first quarter and never looked back, easily beating Riptide 18-7.  2011 World University silver medalist Leah Robertson reaped havoc on the Riptide defense as she stormed the net to sink rebounds. To add insult to injury, Katie Hansen, a 2011 National Championship team member, proved too wily for the Riptide defense as she led the NYAC team in earned ejections.  

With only two subs for the entire tournament due to last minute injuries, the NYAC team played strategically to preserve enough energy to come out on top in the final game of the day against Oakland.  Fellow 2011 National Championship team member, Phoebe Champion, rose to the occasion unleashing her lethal left-handed shots on the Oakland goalie to finish the day with a 20-2 win.  OMBAC A team was the only team left standing between NYAC and their perfect record come early Sunday morning.  Providing defensive prowess all weekend, NYAC goalie Danielle Ingram was not only able to block offensive shots but also throw crisp out-let passes to driver and former Stanford University standout Kelly Eaton who capitalized on counter-attacks to put NYAC ahead for good, leading to a 19-6 victory. NYAC had clinched a perfect record and reaffirmed why they were the defending National Champions. 

With NYAC water polo members preparing for both the London Olympics as well as the US Open Water Polo Championships, this summer is already shaping up to be one of the most exciting for NYAC water polo in recent memory.  Currently, there are more than a dozen NYAC members vying for a spots on both the Men’s and Women’s Olympic teams.  Tune in for Olympic water polo coverage starting July 29th through August 12th and watch the US water polo teams compete for Olympic gold.  In addition, both NYAC men’s and women’s water polo teams will be looking to defend their 2011 US Open Water Polo titles in Moraga, California from July 20th through July 22nd.  There is no doubt that the next few months promise to be filled with memorable NYAC victories in the States and across the pond. 
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